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I. Course Design

The purpose of Advanced Placement World History is to develop a greater understanding of the evolution of global processes, contacts and interactions between different societies. Daily activities focus on factual knowledge, an in depth understanding of global connections across time and space and the development of those critical and analytical skills required of college students. Reading and writing skills will be developed through critical evaluation of primary and secondary sources, analysis of historiography, oral presentations, essays and research assignments.

II. Course Objectives


History is about asking questions, analyzing evidence in an effort to answer these questions, and drawing conclusions from the evidence. The themes that follow will guide our study of world history according to the Collegeboard. 
World History Themes:

· Interactions between humans and the enviornment (Demography and disease, Migration, Patterns of settlement, Technology)

· Development and interaction of cultures (Religions, Belief systems, philosophies and ideologies, Science and technology, Arts and architechture) 

· State-building expansion and conflict (Political structures and forms of government, Empires, Nations and nationalism, Revolts and revolutions, Regional, transregional and global structures and organizations)

· Creation, expansion, and interaction of economic systems (Agricultural and pastoral production, Trade and commerce, Labor systems, Industrialization, Capitalism and socialism)

· Development and transformation of social structures (Gender roles and relations, Family and kinship, Racial and ethnic constructions, Social and economic classes) 

III. Course Requirements and Grades


Grades will be assessed on a point system. Each assignment given will have a point value. To determine the grade simply divide the points received by the number of points possible. Grades are based on the district grading scale.

100-90 A

89-80 B

79-70 C

69-60 D

59-0 F

Course activities will include the following- classwork, homework, tests, essays, projects and class participation. 


Grades will be posted on eSembler for parents and students to view. Grades will be updated online at the discretion of the teacher. Any questions about grades should be emailed to the teacher in a timely manner.
IV. Textbook
Duiker and Spielvogel, World History. Thomson Wadsworth. 2004.
Primary source readings will come from- Readings in World History and The Human Record
**(Note- Many students find it helpful to purchase AP Test Preparation books. These books are a good source of review material and may be beneficial to use throughout the course. I will be happy to recommend any materials if needed.)

V. Supplies


3 ring binder (any size), loose leaf paper, composition notebook, and pens

VI. Classroom Policies and Procedures

· All students are expected to bring their materials to class each day. This should include their notebook, paper, pencil and assignments.

· All students are to be in their assigned seat ready to begin working when the bell rings. “Ready to begin” means no food, hats, ipods, calculators, cell phones or any other disruptive device. Homework should be turned in the appropriate bin by the door at the beginning of the period.

· Any student with an excused absence from class is responsible for all work missed. It is the student’s responsibility to make up work, make arrangements with classmates to get notes, or talk to me on the day the student returns to class. Please check the class schedule first! Unexcused absences will not be tolerated. Such absences will result in a grade of “0” on the day’s work and assignments due. The school district attendance policy will be followed. Remember absences must be excused by a parent with 48 hours. 

· Passes to leave class will be given at the discretion of the teacher.

· The school tardy policy will be followed. On the fourth tardy students will be assigned detention and all subsequent tardies will be result in further consequences. 
· Homework is due at the beginning of class. Late homework will be accepted only with an excused absence. If you leave school early or are late to school homework is still due on the original date. Otherwise, late work will NOT be accepted!!!!!!
· Written assignments should be written on white lined paper. Your name, class period and the date must be written in the upper right hand corner. If there is not a name on the assignment it will not count!

· It is the responsibility of the student to make up tests or quizzes resulting from an excused absence. Students must make up tests and quizzes BEFORE the next scheduled test or quiz. If they are not made up within the time period given a grade of “0” will result. Students will only be excused from a test if they were absent from school two or more consecutive class periods before the test. 

· This classroom is where I spend my day. I expect students treat the classroom and its contents with respect.

· In the event a substitute teacher is present, I expect students to be respectful and cooperative. Substitutes will collect homework and in-class assignments which will be graded.

· Cheating will not be tolerated. Copying the work of another person will result in a decrease in a student grade. This includes any work in this class or any other!

VII. Teachers Council


History is my passion. I want to share my passion for this subject with all of my students. You will find this class to be challenging. For most of you this will be the first time you will be exposed to college level material. In order to succeed in this class you must focus on organization, planning and communication. Keeping on top of all of your assignments, not procrastinating and talking to me are all keys to your success. I want all of my students to do well and I will do my very best to aid you. 

Remember this date- 

the AP World History test is on

Thursday May 14, 2008
