Important AP information for Students and Parents/Guardians

OVERVIEW – The AP course is designed as an equivalent to a college course.  The amount of work assigned, and the caliber of that work is expected, is to be of that level.  The course is designed to allow students to pass the AP exam and receive college credit.  College credit is only given if the exam is passed.  VBHS credit is NOT tied to the passage of the test. 
 

BEHAVIOR – Students are expected to behave properly and ethically. Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Any infraction of any kind, or degree, may result in disciplinary action, parent involvement, and/or a grade of F. 

 

OUTSIDE OF CLASS – Students will not be required to participate in out of class activities but there will be activities that will be offered as optional.  Review sessions will be held after school in the weeks preceding the AP test but attendance is optional.

 

PARTICIPATION – A large part of the class will be based on participation.  The students will be expected to share opinions & ideas, debate, discuss, answer questions, and critically think. Grades may be given based on participation of students.
 

EXAM – All students are expected to take the AP exam in May. This year the test in on Thursday May 14th. More information will be distributed to students and parents in the weeks before the exam. 
 

MATERIALS AND ASSIGNMENTS– Students will be expected to bring all materials to class every day. All assignments are due on the date assigned. NO late work will be accepted! Students will be given monthly calendars. Parents please check to make sure your student is following the calendar. Calendars will be posted on the class website and/or eSembler.
 

READING – Outside reading is expected to be done when assigned.  Readings will come from text book, secondary sources texts and on-line readings.  The readings will be of a college level and will be of above average length.  The readings will be assigned in advance and can be broken up or done in one sitting. This is one of the most important factors for success in this class. READ, READ, READ!!! Students may have to read the assignments more than once!!!
 

WRITING – One of the key components to the course is writing.  This includes applying knowledge you know, the knowledge you are given, and critical thinking skills.  The level of writing accepted in other classes will not be sufficient in this course. Students will be taught how to write three specific types of essays. Essay writing will be done in conjunction with tests and as separate assignments. Essays must be handwritten unless otherwise stated.
 
ASSESSMENTS- Tests and quizzes in this class will consist of Multiple Choice and essay questions. The tests and quizzes are designed to prepare students for the types of questions that will appear on the AP test and are equivalent to those found in college classes. It is imperative that students be in class on test and quiz days! Students often think they will study and make up the test later to get a better grade. That is rarely if ever the case- students should prepare for tests and quizzes and take them on the assigned day in order to receive the best grade possible.

GRADES – Since this course is a college level course many students may receive a grade that is lower then they have received in the past.  Many students find they must work and study more for this class than any other they have had in the past. Please understand this is first time most students will be exposed to college level material. Most students adjust and rise to the occasion when it comes to grades. Also remember on their transcripts and calculated GPA this is a weighted course.  A weighted grade is when a student’s GPA is adjusted upward because of the level of difficulty involved in the class. 

If parents or students have ANY questions please check my website at www.vbhssocialstudies.com for information and my email address (Victoria.Bayless@indianriverschools.org). Email me if you need anything. Check eSembler and TALK to your student for information!

I have read and understand what is expected of me by taking AP World History and agree to follow all rules and policies.

Student signature ______________________________________________________

Date ____________________________

I have read and understand what is expected of my student by taking AP World History and agree to support my student in success in this class.

Parent/Guardian signature _______________________________________________

Date ________________________________

