Tips on how to succeed in History class with Ms. Bayless
These are tips and reminders to daily routines that will be done in class.

Absences


The simplest truth is that you cannot learn if you are not in class. Of course there will be times when you are ill and have other commitments but you can never really make up everything we did in class if you are gone. Please plan your absences carefully and let me know ahead of time if possible. Check your monthly calendars- you have them for a reason!
Announcements


Students must be quiet when any announcements are being made. There will be NO talking or we might miss something important.

Assistance


If you need help or have a question simply raise your hand. I may come to you or ask that you come to me. If you have a problem with an assignment follow the rule of three. First check your class calendar, second ask a classmate and third see me after class or during lunch. I am not psychic- I cannot help you if you do not come to me! Email me (Victoria.Bayless@indianriverschools.org) and check the website (www.vbhssocialstudies.com). 
Beginning of class


Have your materials ready BEFORE entering class. Go to your locker, bathroom, etc. BEFORE you enter the room. Do not stand by the door! Get started on your assignments as soon as possible. The door will close when the bell rings. 

Cheating


Copying other student’s answers IS cheating!!!! If students are caught copying, their papers will not count as grades. Remember that the teacher is grading what you know, not what your neighbor knows. This includes any assignments for this class or any other class!
Discipline


All students are expected to follow the directions of the teacher. If there are problems with a student they will be warned first, a parent phone call may be made, they might get sent to another classroom or a referral will be issued and the student sent to the office. 

End of class


Class will be dismissed by the teacher (me or anyone else) NOT when the bell rings or the announcements end. Students will not be dismissed until everyone is seated. No standing around the door or front of the room. Hand in all papers in the correct bin.
Extra supplies Pencil sharpening/stapling/hole punching


Extra supplies for classwork and projects such as crayons, markers, colored pencils, glue, tape, rulers, scissors, etc. will be placed in bins on the shelf in the front of the room. These items are for in-class use. There is a pencil sharpener in the front of the room. Feel free to use it- please be responsible not to use it in the middle of a lecture or activity. If there are group or individual activities going on feel free to get up as needed. There will be a stapler for student use next to the pencil sharpener as well as a hole puncher. These are for student use (the supplies on my desk are off limits). The same rules for times to use them are as the pencil sharpener.

Grades


Grades will be assessed on a total point system. Each activity, worksheet, test, project, assignment that you will be given will be worth a certain amount of points. Of course tests will be worth more points than a worksheet but we will do more worksheets. It is important to remember that EVERYTHING counts! Even if you have not finished an assignment turn in what you have- some points are better than none! In order to figure out your grade simply add the number of points you have by the number of points you could possibly have. Check eSembler!!!!!
Homework


Contrary to the opinion of many students, homework is not a punishment. If homework is given there is a purpose and it should be taken seriously. Homework must be turned into the bin at the beginning of class only. If it is not in the bin by the time limit it will not count. Having your homework in your locker, car, other binder, etc. does not count. 

Interruptions


If there is a class interruption, students are to look to me for direction. Students should not answer the door unless given permission. The telephone is never to be answered by a student. If another teacher or student enters the room the class needs to continue working or wait quietly for me.

Leaving the class


If you have a legitimate request or reason for asking to leave class, raise your hand. Do not ask in the middle of a lecture or activity. I will tell you to wait and will get back to you later. Remember only one person will be allowed out of the room at a time. Do not take a long time or you may not be given the pass again. If there are problems with passes different arrangements will be made.

Listening


I will not compete with others in the class who are talking. When I want your attention I will ask for it and I will expect you to listen and will wait until I have everyone’s complete attention before speaking. 

Make up work


When you have been absent from class it is your responsibility to find out what was missed. Do not come up to me in the middle of class. First, check the calendar (you receive one each month, check the board in the room or check the website). Second, ask a classmate what we did. Check the bin by the door for a folder with extra handouts. If you have questions ask them after class! You have the number or days you were absent plus one to complete AND turn in the assignment.

Materials


Students should have their materials including, journal, notebook and writing utensil ready when entering the classroom. Asking if you can go somewhere- locker, car, etc. will not get you to class on time.
My pet peeve


I have to admit one of my biggest pet peeves. It drives me crazy when students wander around the classroom. If there is a purpose for a student to be out of their seat such as to use the pencil sharpener or throw away trash that is fine, but wandering around talking is not acceptable. 
Notebooks


Each student will be responsible for keeping track of their own materials. There will not be notebook checks, etc. You are responsible for keeping yourself organized! Remember that this is a college level class so you will be expected to organize yourself. I will be happy to help you if needed.
Paper heading


All papers should be headed the same way. In the top left hand corner should be the student name, date and period. There should be a title given on the top line. Assignments to be turned in should be completed in pencil or pen (black or blue.)

Talking


There is a time and place for student conversation. The time is not in the middle of a lecture or instructions. Students will be told when appropriate times to talk are, just listen for directions.

Tardies


Students are given 6 minutes of passing time from one class to the next. I know that for many of you that may be difficult because of the placement of your classes. This simply means that you need to move as quickly through the halls as possible. I will mark down the dates and number of times a student is tardy to class. On the fourth tardy a detention will be assigned and all subsequent tardies will result in further consequences.

Tidiness


This classroom is one that we all have to live in for the whole year. I ask that you be respectful of it and all things in it. Many of the things in the room are my personal items. Writing on desks will NOT be tolerated. (I can usually tell who did it and what period! Think about it- I know your handwriting!) Please pick up all papers on the floor- even if they are not yours I need your help. Put things back where you found them because it will cause less problems and things won’t get lost. 

Time Management


Each activity, project, worksheet, etc. that we do will probably have a time limit. Use the time you are given wisely, goofing off and waiting until the last minute will reflect in your grade. If you are someone who finishes early then learn to take your time to check your work, if you are someone who is generally slower then keep track of your time and ask for help when you need it. Time management is a skill that you will need to develop throughout your life so why not start now!

Transition times (aka What to do when you are finished!)


There will be times when you are finished with your work before everyone else and are searching for something to do. Talking to your neighbor is NOT an appropriate activity. Please remember that it takes everyone a different amount of time to complete things. Find something to do quietly. If you cannot find something to do I will find something for you to do. Remember that all of the books on the shelf are there for you to use and read.
Turning in papers


Papers should be turned in to the bin marked with the appropriate class period. If it does not make it into the bin it will be late! Do not leave papers on my desk!

